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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently /\mended) A retrieval device in a system having computers and 
databases connected to one another, comprising: 

a retrieval reservation registisring portion for registering retrieval requests 
issued by users; 

a f e trieva t- deviGe portion for r e trieving informat i on from th e databas es on th e 
b a ste wf cont e nts of said r e tr i eva l r e qu e st in sa i d reg i st e ring portion r e gi s t e r e d and 
conding rotriova i rosultc to cold usors; and 

a rotr i ova i prooesstng duplicate integrating portion for int e grating combining 
duplicates reouested in differing s aid retrieval requests in accordance with pre- 

. stored rules \g q^mr^x^ m \n\^<nrm4 m\^y^\ mv^^^^ to lessen a nml^r of 

retrieval requests: 

a retrieval device portion for retrieving information from the databases on the 
basis of contents of said Integrated retrieval request Inteoratina said retrieval 
requests to obtain retrieval results: and 

an output creating portion for creating , on the' basis of the retrieval requests 
issued bv the users and said retrieval results, retrieval results data to be sent to said 
users v^en information is retrieved from said databases. 

2. (Currently Amended) A retrieval device according to Claim 1, wherein in 
said retrieval reservation r e gistr a t i on registering portion, duplicates are checked and 
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eliminated i n said retrieval requests which exist at present and in the past so as to 
integrate retrieval conditions. 

3. (Currently Amended) A retrieval device according to C l aim 1 , wher e in 
Claim 2. wherein s aid retrieval device portion edits said retrieval result s data In a 
predetermined format by user bv checking duplicates of the retrieval requests issued 
by users respectively a nd sends said edited retrieval results data t o said users 
respectively on the basis of retrieval conditions desired by said users, said retrieval 
results data b eing acquired on the basis of said integrated retrieval conditions.. 

4. (Currently Amended) A retrieval device according to Claim 3, wherein 
upon e d i tion editing o f said retrieval results by user, said retrieval device portion 
eliminates duplicates from said retrieval results desired by each of said users and 
integrates said retrieval results bv each of said users w hen there are said duplicates 
in contents of said retrieval results, so that said retrieval device portion sends said 
edited said retrieval r esults ^laigLto said user. 

5. (Cunrently Amended) A retrieval device according to Claim 2, fufthef 
comprising a method in which at least one previously retrieved result is held in said 
retrieval reservatio n r e gi s trate n registering portion , so that, when a user issues a 
retrieval request, said user selects on a t)asis of information freshness desired bv 
the user t o acquire a retrieval result from said held retrieva l at least one oreviouslv 



PAGE 5/19'RCVpATimu 9:24:21 PM [Eastern Da^ 



10/28/04 THU 21:25 FAX 703 312 6666 



A T S K 



@006 



SEKI etaL, SN 10/076.566 
Amdt. filed 10/28/2004 



500.41209XO0/WO1 3W)1 EF 

Pages 



Reply to OA dated 7/28/2004 

retrieved result retrieved among a predetermined time Interval o r to execute new 
retrieval from original data. 

6. (Cun^ntly Amended) A retrieval device according to Claim 3 wherein, 
when there are duplicates in retrieval requests among users and said retrieval 
requests are Integrated to thereby acquire a -sald retrieval-fiBsul t results , said retrieval 
device portion^ makes on the basis of retrieval, copies of said retrieval result^ 
integrates duplicates in said retrieval results bv each of the usere. and send s thus 
modified said retrieval fe6uK-resu|ts.to said respective usere issuing said requests 
for said aoQuiFed -retrieval-reeiri t results data . 

7. (Currently Amended) A retrieval device according to Claim 1 , wherein said 
retrieval device portion acquires or sends retrieval results In accordance with said 
retrieval re se rv a tion registrat i on requests at predetermined Intervals of time on the 
basis of predetermined information freshness, 

8. (Currently Amended) A retrieval method in a system having computers 
and databases connected to one another, comprising the stops of : 

registering retrieval requests Issued by users; 
r e tri e ving i nformation from databa s es on th e basis of cont e nts of sa i d 
rogiotorod rotr i ovo l roquooto ond oond i ng rotriovo l- r es u l t e- to s aid - u se re; a nd 
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int e grating comblninQ d uplicates re quested I n differing s aid retrieval requests 
in accordance with pre-stored rules to generate an Integrated retrieval recuest to 
lessen a number of retrieval reouests: 

retrieving information from databases on the basis of contents of said 
integrated retrieval reouest integrating said registered retrieval reguests to obtain 
retrieval results: and 

creating, on the basis of said retrieval requests issued by users and said 
retrieval results, retrieval . results data t9 frP S^n< tO sa^W HS^rs. and sending fesutts 
said retrieval results data t o said users when Information Is retrieved from said 
databases. 

9. (New) A retrieval method in a system having computers and databases 
connected to one another, comprising: 

registering retrieval requests Issued by users; 

integrating said retrieval requests by eliminating duplicates in said retrieval 
requests; 

retrieving said databases by using said integrated retrieval requests and 
acquiring retrieval results; 

generating duplicates of retrieval results from said acquired retrieval results; 

editing said duplicates of retrieval results on the basis of said retrieval 
requests; and 
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integrating said duplicates of retrieval results by eliminating duplicates from 
said retrieval results to be sent to each of said users on the basis of similarity 
between contents of said retrieval results. 

10. (New) A retrieval device in a system having computers and databases 
connected to one another, comprising: 

a retrieval reservation registering portion for registering retrieval requests 
issued by users; 

a retrieval requests integrating portion for integrating said retrieval requests 
by eliminating duplicates In said retrieval requests; 

a retrieval device portion for retrieving said databases by using said 
integrated retrieval requests and acquiring retrieval results; 

a duplicate generating portion for generating duplicates of retrieval results 
from said acquired retrieval results; 

a retrieval results editing portion for editing said duplicates of retrieval results 
on the basis of said retrieval requests; and 

a retrieval results integrating portion for integrating said duplicates of retrieval 
results by eliminating duplicates from said retrieval results to be sent to each of said 
users on the basis of similarity between contents of said retrieval results. 

1 1 . (New) A retrieval method in a system having computers and databases 
connected to one another, comprising: 

registering retrieval requests issued by users; 
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combining said retrieval requests by eliminating duplicates existing in differing 
said retrieval requests; 

retrieving retrieval requests from said databases by using said integrated 
retrieval requests; 

generating duplicate retrieval results from retrieval results; 

editing ones of said duplicate retrieval results on a basis of said retrieval 
requests; and 

integrating said duplicate retrieval results by eliminating duplicates from said 
retrieval results to be sent to each of said users on a basis of similarity between 
contents of said retrieval results. 

12. (New) A retrieval device in a system having computers and databases 
connected to one another, comprising: 

a retrieval reservation registering portion for registering retrieval requests 
issued by users; 

a retrieval requests Integrating portion for combining said retrieval requests by 
eliminating duplicates existing in differing said retrieval requests to produce 
integrated retrieval requests; 

a retrieval device portion for retrieving retrieval results from said databases by 
using said Integrated retrieval requests; 

a duplicate generating portion for generating duplicate retrieval results from 
retrieval results; 
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a retrieval results editing portion for editing said duplicate retrieval results on a 
basis of said retrieval requests; and 

a retrieval results integrating portion for integrating said duplicate retrieval 
results by eliminating duplicates from said retrieval results to be sent to each of said 
users on a basis of similarity between contents of said retrieval results. 



PAGE ID/19 ' RCVD AT 111128/2004 9:24:21 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 ' DNiS:8729306 ' CSID:703 312 6666 ' DUI2ATI0N (inrrhSS):05-20 



